
 

          SEPTEMBER 2021 

PINERY PIPELINE 
From your board of directors 

DOES OUR RATE STRUCTURE ENCOURAGE WATER WASTE? 
 

I don’t think so, but let’s take a look at the issue. Pinery bills for every complete 
1000 gallons used each month. If you used 6,500 gallons in one month, Pinery 
will bill for 6 x 1000 gallons and the extra 500 gallons will roll over to the next 
month. Then, if next month you use 6,600 gallons, you will be billed based on the 
6600 plus the 500 gallons rolled over from the previous month. So, 6600+500 = 
7100, you will be billed for 7 X 1000 gallons and the extra 100 gallons will roll 
over to next month, and that repeats until the account is closed and we do a final 
read (i.e. when you move). So, eventually, you are charged for every gallon used. 

 
The District uses an inclining block rate structure. Meaning the more water you 
use, the more expensive each 1000 gallons gets. For example, if you use 
10,000 gallons in one month your bill will break down as follows: 
     *   Tier 1 (0-5000gals) 5 X $2.58 = $12.90 
     *   Tier 2 (5001-20,000gals) 5 X $3.74 = $18.70 
 TOTAL for WATER USAGE = $31.60 ($3.16 per kgal) 
 
  Or you use 55,000 gallons in one month 
     *   Tier 1 (0-5000) 5 X $2.58 = $12.90 
     *   Tier 2 (5001-20,000) 15 X $3.74 = $56.10 
     *   Tier 3 (20,001-30,000) 10 X $4.71 = $47.10 
     *   Tier 4 (30,001-50,000) 20 X $6.13 = $122.60 
     *   Tier 5 (over 50,000) 5 X $10.79 = $53.95 
 TOTAL for WATER USAGE = $292.65 ($5.32 per kgal) 
 

Last year, the Board and Pinery staff updated its Rates 

and Fees Study. This process was started in March and completed in November. The meetings regarding the Rates and Fees study are 

always open to the public and we would love to hear from you, the customers, during the process. After the process, the Board decided 

to revise the rate structure and remove the highest tier. This new structure went into effect January 1, 2021. Your Board approved this 

rate revision with the hopes of not “penalizing” customers, but to “encourage” thoughtful use of the resource based upon our supply and 

infrastructure capacity. Please continue to be vigilant about checking for leaks, overwatering, etc.  
 

Pinery Water Boards for many decades have put some thoughtful planning into our water rights and preventive maintenance of the 

infrastructure. One of my goals when entering this Board was to protect and maintain our future water supply. With that, we have talked 

a lot about the Eye on Water retrofit that is currently being installed on each customer’s water meter. The transponder placed on the 

cover of your water meter pit sends a signal to the nearest cell tower, and then to internet, which goes to our servers.  I encourage all  

our customers to load the app onto your device and/or load it into your computer. This is a way to monitor your water use and the neat 

thing about this application, is that it can alert you to leaks in your system (read within a 24-hour period). Monitor your water use from 

home or afar. 

 

Lastly, I want to thank our Water Efficiency Task Force for their time and 

input as our staff develops a Drought Response Plan. They will also be 

asked to comment on our District’s Water Resources Master Plan. We 

always encourage customer input on any of the above. Please take the time 

to call or email our District office with comments or questions. 

Please join us at our District 

Office for our monthly held 

Board Meetings at 6:00pm on 

the 3rd Wednesday of each 

month. 

Upcoming Board Meetings will 

still be held digitally at 6:00pm 

on Wednesday, Sept. 15, 2021 

(*please see meeting notice for 

information on joining the meeting by 

internet.) 

Wednesday, Oct. 20, 2021 

 

 

Jim McGannon, 
Director of Pinery Water 
and Wastewater District  
Board of Directors 



 
 

Pinery Water and Wastewater District Contact Information: 
 

5242 Old Schoolhouse Road                                www.pinerywater.com                             For after-hours emergencies, 
Parker, Colorado 80134                                  information@pinerywater.com                         (303) 841-2797  EXT 9                                                                  
(303) 841-2797 

 
 

 


